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amongst the students of theology of British and
American birth whom I then knew at Kome. At the
head of all the Catholics of all nations whom I have
ever known are the English, in respect of sincere
and ardent devotion to their church, with the mini-
mum of animosity towards other creeds, and the
most healthy morality. "With the great majority of
Italian ecclesiastics, on the contrary, religion is a
mere formality, and its influence on the life is in-
considerable and unconsidered. It was, therefore,
not because it was a Catholic city that the morality
of Eome was so low, but because the energies of
the hierarchy were so occupied with the difficulties
of the position of a government of priests unused
to civil administration and by their own education
disqualified for it, that the ordinary functions of
government were impossible to it. The situation
was made still worse by the Italian constitutional
indifference to questions of common morality. As
the government of the church lies in the hands of
the Italian clergy, it will be forever impossible for a
government organized on the principles of the Papal
temporal power to be other than that which has
been suppressed by Italy. To the majority of the
higher Italian ecclesiastics, the church has become
merely a political instrument, into the management
of which the spiritual interests of the people do not
enter, and the efforts of the Catholics of other
countries to bring about a reform will never succeed
while the power is in the hands of the Italian
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